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Unlike many countries, Denmark doesn’t offer citizenship by descent, except through a process called naturalization, 
which typically requires residing in Denmark and meeting several conditions. However, for a specific group of 
children born between January 1, 1961, and December 31, 1978, to Danish mothers and foreign fathers, a special 
exception known as "The Princess Rule" applies. 

This rule was created after Princess Benedikte of Denmark married a German prince. At the time, children born in 
wedlock only received their father’s citizenship. To ensure her children could obtain Danish nationality, the Danish 
Parliament passed a law allowing children born in that period to apply for Danish citizenship under more lenient 
conditions. 

 

Danish Citizenship by Naturalization 

Normally, applicants for Danish citizenship must meet various requirements, including passing language and 
citizenship tests, living in Denmark for a certain period, and attending a constitutional ceremony. These applications 
are reviewed by the Ministry of Immigration and Integration and approved by the Danish Parliament. 

 

How the Princess Rule Works 

The Princess Rule applies to those born to Danish mothers between 1961 and 1978, who were not granted citizenship 
at birth. The mother must have remained a Danish citizen until December 31, 1981, and the applicant must have 
maintained some connection to Denmark, such as living there for a certain period. 

 

Requirements Under the Princess Rule 

For applicants living in Denmark, the rule exempts them from some standard naturalization requirements, such as 
continuous residency. However, they still need to declare loyalty, avoid serious criminal convictions, and be self-
sufficient, among other conditions. 

For those living outside Denmark, fewer requirements apply. They only need to sign a loyalty declaration, avoid 
criminal convictions, and prove basic Danish language skills, which are evaluated at a Danish embassy. 

 

Application Process 

Applicants must submit a naturalization application and pay a fee. Processing times are currently between 17-22 
months. Holm/Thomsen Law provides expert guidance through this process. Reach out for assistance if needed. 

 

The original Article can be found here: 

https://holmthomsenlaw.com/article/the-princess-rule-a-special-danish-citizenship-by-descent/ 

 

Connect with the article author: 

Helle Holm Thomsen on LinkedIn 

https://holmthomsenlaw.com/people/
https://holmthomsenlaw.com/article/the-princess-rule-a-special-danish-citizenship-by-descent/
https://holmthomsenlaw.com/services/private-immigration-law/
https://holmthomsenlaw.com/services/private-immigration-law/
https://holmthomsenlaw.com/article/the-princess-rule-a-special-danish-citizenship-by-descent/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/helleholmthomsen/

